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     The July picnic was held at a new 

location.  About 95 people attended the 

picnic at the AMVETS picnic area on 

July 15th.  The food was excellent and 

members and guests enjoyed games, 

music and dancing. 

     In Japan, they have a tradition called 

suikawari.  People who grew up in 

Okinawa may remember this water 

melon game.  This game started by set-

ting down a water melon on a tarp.  

Then, blind folded children were given 

a stick and spun around three times. 

    The children 

were then pointed 

in the direction of 

the water melon 

and allowed to find 

and hit the water 

melon.   The first 

few swings were high, and there were 

many misses.  The blind fold was 

passed to the next child for their turn.  

We had four water melons.   Once a 

water melon was cracked, it was taken 

back to the serving table and cut up.  

The children had a fun time and we all 

had good tasting water melon. 

Spring Festival - DVD  

     Bill Brett brought his 

high quality video cam-

era to the 2012 Spring 

Festival and Bill has 

made an "Excellent" 

DVD of the perfor-

mances.  The DVD includes a dozen 

performances and features close ups of 

the performers.  This is your opportuni-

ty to build your library of Tomonokai 

performances.   They make nice gifts to 

your friends and family.  Please call 

Michiko Brett  at 216-221-4065 if you 

would like a copy of this DVD.  They 

are just $10 and the proceeds go to the 

Tomonokai.  

Tug of War 

     We are planning to have a children’s 

tug of war, a women’s tug of war, a 

men’s tug of war and finally a final 

combined tug of war. 

 

 



 

Okinawa Proverbs      沖縄の格言 

 

Tusui ya takara. – The old people are 

treasures to us. 

Yii kutoo isugi. – Do good things 

quickly. 

Mookiraa kwee michi shiri. – Once you 

have made a fortune, know how to 

spend it. 

Munoo yuu iyuru mun. – Speak well of 

others 

 

Okinawan Facts 
Karate originated in Okinawa.  Karate 

as a form of self-defense became wide-

spread when Japanese officials banned 

native Okinawan commoners from 

bearing weapons.  Karate was taught in 

schools beginning the latter-19th centu-

ry; today it is practiced throughout the 

world. 

Okinawa’s awamori is considered a 

premier beverage among Japanese.  

Made from Thai rice, fermented and 

distilled, it originated over 500 years 

ago through trade connections with 

Thailand.  Its alcohol content of 30% or 

more is much higher than that of Japa-

nese sake (about 16%) 

  
     Dancing, singing and playing the 

sanshin are excellent ways to stay con-

nected to the culture and heritage of the 

Okinawan people. 

.  

July Picnic at AMVETS 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

17
th
 Eisa Celebration and Picnic  

 
     The 2012 EISA Celebration and picnic will held be on Sat-
urday, September 15th in the Highbanks Park at the Northern 
shelter. This shelter is shown below in the park map.  We will put 
up signs to direct you to the proper shelter. 
 
     Please bring your favorite covered dish or desert to share. 

The Kai will provide the hot dogs, burgers and bottled water.   

Please bring your own non water drinks, such as sodas or juices.    

This picnic is Free to Members – Guests are only $5 per adult.  

Please invite your friends and neighbors.  If you bring guests, 

please bring extra food. 

     The highlight of this picnic will be the Eisa dance.  This year 

we are planning to see the Eisa group which formed up in 2011 

for the 2nd time.  There will also be games and door prizes.  

Please mark your calendar, invite your friends and get prepared 

for a nice picnic at Highbanks Park. 

  9:00 AM Volunteers Arrive 
10:00 AM Open Doors 
11:00 AM Announcements  
11:30 AM Start Lunch  
12:45 PM Door Prizes 
1:00 PM Games Start 
2:00 PM EISA 
4:00 PM Cleanup complete 
 

 
Directions From  I-270: 
Exit at High Street (U.S. 23) in Worthington. Then 
proceed north on High Street.  You will see the park 
on your left. 
 

Proceed past the Oak 
Cloves picnic area. 
Make a right at the 
signs for the Northern 
Shelter area. Look for 
the Tomonokai sign to 
welcome you to the 
shelter. 

 

Kodomo Games 

Papercraft with Airplane, Kabuto, 

Origami.  Treasure hunt with 

prizes.  Goodie bags for Children 

under 12 years of age. 


